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NOVEMBER 2023 NEWSLETTER

Hi Everyone,

It was disappointing that we had such bad wet weather Sunday morning as we had arranged for Megan Fowler and her father Jon to sail in the race on Gerald’s boat. Given the weather Gerald suggested another time, maybe December’s race they might like to sail with us. The purpose was for them to get a feel for our racing prior taking us through the use of social media as a means of promoting Pittwater Sailors. As it turned out, it stopped raining before the start at 1.00pm. Course 4 was selected given the SE breeze which was forecast to increase in strength. Unfortunately, we only had one starter in the Yellow Division and the numbers were down to 5 in the Blue Division. Myra got away in good order and sailed a blinder of a race to come in first. The conditions were such that once clear of the hole off Stokes Point the breeze freshened and the bigger yachts were off.

The placegetter for Yellow Division was Fleetwood and the placegetters for Blue Division were: first Myra, second Unlimited and third Spirito. Well done to all the place getters. 

Thanks to Phil O’Leary, Andrew Latimer, and Kim Russell for manning the start boat. We would be lost without you.

Thanks also to Ken Plumb and Len Baillie for doing the handicapping.

The evening chicken smorgasbord was excellent and enjoyed by all. The dinner was followed with Megan and Jon Fowler showing us how to use social media to promote the club’s activities using Instagram and Facebook. Megan had set up using some of Paul Toomey’s photos a series of posts on Instagram and linked the feed with Facebook. For those of us who had Instagram or Facebook on our phones, we were able to see the feed and were asked to press “like” or “follow” This then shared the feed to our Instagram and Facebook friends. For each new recipient who presses “like” or “Follow” so the feed radiates out and hopefully promotes interest in Pittwater Sailors activities.

We were shown how our website is found on Facebook under Pittwater Sailors the (about) tab.

Megan emphasized that it only needs a couple of posts a month and the encouragement of our friends “to like or follow” when we share social media with our friends for the message to get out and hopefully attract enquiries. 

Andrew Latimer takes some excellent video and photos from the Start Boat some of which could be posted, and we also should get some shots of our evening dinners to post.

Megan emphasized that we need a couple of volunteers to post new material on the social media feed a couple of times a month. Andrew Bray and Sheree who both have Instagram on their phones offered to start things off, which we all appreciated.

Next Dinner is our Christmas and Presentation Night, so would the recipients of any 2022 Perpetual Trophies please return them to clubhouse prior to the 3rd December or ensure they are brought along when attending the dinner on the 3rd.

A special thanks to Andrew and Vicky Bray for putting on another excellent smorgasbord dinner and to Vicky for doing the supermarket run. It was good to see Rick and Sue back from their holiday, thanks for doing the Chicken run. 

A big thank you to the volunteers who helped with the many tasks not mentioned above and importantly with the clean-up. 

Post Race Dinners:
The food for the dinners is purchased/ordered on the Thursday morning. If you have a permanent booking but you (or your permanently booked partner) won’t be attending the Sunday evening post-race dinner, please advise Andrew Bray (0423 551 948 or aussiestarship44@gmail.com) by Wednesday evening. Similarly, if you (or a partner or friend) don't have a permanent booking but would like to attend, let Andrew know by Wednesday evening, and indicate how many people will be in your party. This ensures there is enough to go around, but also helps minimise waste."


Regards,  

John Marshall
Sailing Captain.


Current committee activities:

1. The handover of the Handicapping role to Len Baillie with ongoing support by Ken Plumb.
2. Progress the many tasks associated with the new website and use of social media.
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