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DECEMBER 2023 NEWSLETTER

Hi Everyone,

[bookmark: _GoBack]We had a freshening southerly for the last race for the 2023 season, so course 4 was selected. The breeze was rather light, less than 10knots for the early starters, but had increased a bit for the later starters. The outcome of some positions in the Annual Point score and Spring Series relied upon the results in this race and so, the competition was intense. As the race progressed the southerly blew up to 20 knots with some gusts seen at 23 knots which tested everyone.

Thanks to Phil O’Leary, Andrew Latimer, and Kim Russell for manning the start boat for 2023. We would be lost without you. Kim shared with us all at the dinner the drama they had first with the marker buoy sinking before the start and then having to cut and abandon the buoy ground tackle which had become permanently stuck on the bottom on leaving for the day. The drama with the ground tackle was made all the worse as they were buffeted around by the strong gusty southerly.

Entering the race results into TopYacht and making sure there are no errors in calculating the results for Race 11 the Season Point Score and Spring Series had to be done before the start of the dinner. Thanks to Ken Plumb and Len Baillie for coping with the pressure of producing the results in time.

It was good to see the turnout for the dinner which was a little delayed as the chicken was not available for Rick Murry to pick up. Fortunately, there was enough turkey and other meats along with the accompaniments for generous helpings for all, that were followed by Christmas pudding which always goes down well.

I had the opportunity to outline the ongoing contribution being made by Andrew and Vicky and others with providing our excellent dinners in 2023. Thanks to all involved.

Our committee members have made ongoing major contribution without which we could not function as we have done. 

Andrew Bray’s work managing the catering arrangements has been outstanding, we have had excellent dinners with a variety of wines, beers, and non-alcohol drinks. So spread the word so we might see more at our dinners in 2024.
Andrew also put considerable time into developing the Pittwater Sailors Website for which we are grateful. Thanks Andrew.

Kim Russell keeps our finances in order which involves his time on an ongoing basis. In addition to this, Kim always steps in when something needs doing, be it race gear repairs or replacements, procurement and engraving of the trophies etc, etc.

Gerald Nathan has stepped into the breach whenever required and his counsel has been very helpful to me on many occasions.

Richard Steel suggested that we hand each competitor who entered 2023 season a plaque that could be mounted on your boat’s bulkhead. What a great idea and what’s more got them made at the last moment. – thanks Richard.

The presentation started with handing each skipper the boat plaque who showed they appreciated the idea.

The placegetters in race 11 for Yellow Division were: first Fleetwood, second Dancelot and third Turning Point and the placegetters for Blue Division were: first Jacana, second Soiree and third Nickerlyn. Well done to all the place getters. 

The placegetters for the 2023 Point Score for Yellow Division were: first Tardis, second Fleetwood and third Dancelot and the Blue Division placegetters were: First Myra, second Spirito and third Soiree.

The placegetters for the Spring Series for Yellow Division were: first Tardis, second Fleetwood and third Dancelot and for Blue Division first Dreamtime, second Myra and third Unlimited.

The placegetters for the Winter Series were: First Fleetwood, second Turning Point and third Dancelot and for Blue Division first was Myra, second Soiree and third Nickerlyn.

Thanks to Gemma and Mira for selling the raffle tickets and sorting out the stubs. The raffle when drawn had its usual lighter moments.

Sheree took a shot of the “winners are grinners” in front of the trophy notice board, we’ll look to see it posted on the Pittwater Sailors social media Instagram and Facebook pages.

For those who have not received their boat plaque, they are to be found in the small wicker basket on the Club House trophy shelf. For those who received a perpetual and or an individual trophy, Kim Russell will contact you when the self-adhesive shields have been engraved.

A big thank you to the volunteers who helped with the many tasks not mentioned above and importantly with the clean-up.

The 2024 Season will start on 4th February, and we look forward to receiving your 2024 Season Application form and any new PAC and non-PAC members you might find. Note the application form will be headed 2024 following some minor changes.
Post Race Dinners:
The food for the dinners is purchased/ordered on the Thursday morning. If you have a permanent booking but you (or your permanently booked partner) won’t be attending the Sunday evening post-race dinner, please advise Andrew Bray (0423 551 948 or aussiestarship44@gmail.com) by Wednesday evening. Similarly, if you (or a partner or friend) don't have a permanent booking but would like to attend, let Andrew know by Wednesday evening, and indicate how many people will be in your party. This ensures there is enough to go around, but also helps minimise waste.


Regards,  

John Marshall
Sailing Captain.


Current committee activities

1. Arrange the trophy plaque engraving.
2. Edit all the racing documentation for 2024 and upload on the PAC Sailors tabs.
3. Ongoing work relating to the increasing boat participation in our races.
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